
PUCCINI'S "Madam Butterfly" and

Massenet's -Thais" were both

given delightful presentations hy
the Aborn English Grand Opera
Company during the past week,

in the former Miss Dora de PhllUpe and

Miss Ivy Scott, and in the latter Miss

Edith Helena and Miss Johanna Krls-

tofTy, sopranos of somewhat different
types and characteristics, distinguished
themselves, and with the remainder of

the company's equipment helped to in¬
crease interest in and thus mark an ad¬
vance in Washington's appreciation and
taste for higher and better music. All of
which is a distinct gain to Washington,
which should be the nation's capital in

music, literature and art as it is in the

sovernmental program
*

There are thope. too, who feel that de¬

spite the financial misfortune which be¬
fell Herr De t'ortez Woiffungen's venture
with the Washington grand opera
chorus, the organisation founded by him
for the study and production of grand
opera by local singers, the city has been
the gainer in a musical way. "Faust"
as given by this aggregation last Monday-
afternoon was an unquestioned musical
success, and it served to disclose that
even in the chorus ranks might be found
vocal talent rare anu well worthy of ex¬

ploitation. There is. however, a wide
chasm between the love of good music
and the willingness to pay to hear it.

*

Bogus Masonry, blundering bridegrooms
and "Fifty Miles From Broadway" seem

unsightly things with which to catch the
fancy of a community on the verge of
spring fever, yet the people easily "fell
for them," and, what Is more, seemed ab¬
solutely satisfied with the diet.

*

"Are You a Mason?" Leo Dltrlchsteln's
laughable farce, entertained capacity
houses throughout the week, and many
Masonic bodies and affiliated organiza¬
tions liked it so well they gave special
parties to see it. On the other hand, one

hears the management of the Poll Players
was compelled to eject its orchestra, not

in deference to the new "artistic senti¬
ment" against orchestras, but to satisfy
the public demand to see their excellent
presentation of Bartholomae's delightful
farce. "Over Night." Those who saw it
know what created the desire of those
who wanted to see it.the very good work
of the players in unfolding the many
charms of the play.

*
The Butterfleld Players seem able to

"put one over" on their rivals in the
stock production line In having among
their number a young woman who can

not only act. but who, when occasion
required It. could step Into the shoes
of the orchestra conductor and direct
a musical comedy for them. Miss ^sina
Melville deserves much In the way of
commendation for her unique work
and the fine results she obtained.

?
Wiseacres, who pretend to know, say

important developments in the theatri¬
cal line are likely to be made in Wash¬
ington at no distant date. Million dol¬
lar theaters and the like have been
th» gossip of the local "rlalto" for
some time past, even though few seri¬
ously believe in their realization, but
the talk now is of managerial rivalry
in the matter of certain kinds of offer¬
ings to be presented. It is said new

Rlchmonds have stepped into the
theatrical field, and new Richmonds al¬
ways did make trouble for some one.

TifE ROAD TO GOOD MUSIC .Morton
Adkins of the Aborn English Grand Opera
Company tells an interesting story of the
advance of the students at Syracuse Uni¬
versity. where he was music instructor, i*i
taste for and appreciation of good music
"When I first took up my classes," says

Mr. Adkins, "I found the majority of the
students strong for the popular ragtime
swing of the day, and especially keen for
the music that is usually exploited in
burlesque. Not that they were patrons of
the burlesque houses, but simply because
it is a well known fact that "snap and
ginger" are twin sisters of burlesque.
Naturally, they please the ear of the
young, vigorous boy, who is all snap and
ginger himself.
"But I found a way to let them into the

mysteries, as some were pleased to call
it, of classical music. It required some
patience, but they were intelligent. For
illustration, and the better to hold atten¬
tion. I discused the theory of the lighter
operas, and then gradually worked up to
the heavier and more elaborate themes
and scores. In time the reward came.
"Frequently I was asked why this or

that aria was deemed beautiful, or why-
pages of a score that seemed to many but
a succession of erratic phrases without
meaning, sense or beauty were described
»s great or exquisite. Happily. I was
able, by unfolding the science of compo¬
sition. to explain why there were beau¬
ties in music other than melody, and
in time the boys began to understand.
*nd. understanding, they began to inves¬
tigate for themselves. Scarcely before I
had the chance to realize it they were
well or» the highway to real musical taste.
"IiOve of music begat the desire to sing

It. and with that came the wish to know
how to sing. The boys soon learned that
the study of proper methods meant
health to them. It meant breadth of
chest and increase of lung power, and
that meant more rich blood coursing
through their veins, better wind in ath-

. letics and serviceable strength in evefry
organ of the body. The intimate relation
between good music and good health »>e-
ing established, the rest was but a matter
of fashloninK taste and a study of the
deeper mysteries of what some poet has
said is 'God « language to the soul.'
"No one who takes the trouble to find

out for himself the meaning of the great
composers will be long in acquiring a
taste for music that is broad and deep
and noble and beautiful. It Is like ac¬
quiring the habit to understand and ap¬
preciate a beautiful poem or a lofty bit
j>f literature. The ignorant may never
see the beauties of either, and yet Bow
little learning after all it requires to open
the eyes and enrich the understanding."
BEHIND THE SCENES-Seven chorus

girls were demanding more rouge, six
chorus men were frantically calling for
their costumes for the second act. a scene
shifting gang was putting up the wrong
door and the audience was expecting to
see the rurtain rise In about two seconds.
All was confusion and to the inexpe¬
rienced man who had been allowed to
take a p« ep behind the scenes it was
. haos. In the midst of It Has a slightly
built young fellow in his shirt sleeves,
with a bundle of manuscript in one hand
and half a dozen stage properties in the
other. It was toward Morrtssey, stage
manager for the Butterfleld Players.
In the middle of this rumpui a man in

checkered suit.h« had probably drifted
in from the outside.approached him:
"Pay. Monissey." he conflded, "I'm

looking for a couple o" stars to go out
wit" me on a vaw-devllle tower. Honest,
kid. I'm goln' to eat 'em alive when I
gets on th' road. Take It from me, I got
the swellest act this side o' Noo Yawk.
And I wfcnt a couple o' swell actors to go
out wit' me. Now. listen. I got a snake
ait. an' the swellest snake charmer yo'
ever threw your lamps on. She's six feet
in her socks, and a natchral blonde. If
she ain't I'm a.well, you know.so help
me. That act's a peach! It is one o'
these yer arts what's all over the stage
O wjui sv, \ understand I could advertise J

«

fer a couple of actors, but I want some-
thin* swell. Th' last time I advertised I
got a bundle o' junk. I got forty weeks'
time tied up In contracts. I got the
grandest bunch o' snakes y'ever saw, and
say, they're ltchln' to do a turn. Help
me. won't yo'?"
And th* orchestra was playing the

overture for the second time.
After the snake man had been shooed

out the back door a chorus girl hopped
up to Morrissey:I "Say." she piped up, "I want to know
why I've been changed from the middle
to the end. I want you to know that I'm
not going to stand it. I played with Kid
McCJoy in "Under the River" and I've
seen more shows than you ever heard of.
I'm a star in this line, I am."
"Yes. I know you're a star," replied

Morrissey as he hopped over a roil of
carpet that was bearing down on him and
dodged a drop that descended from the
upper regions. "But you're all like a lot
of amateur firemen I know. You're all
right till the alarm rings. Get -back in
line."
And the show resumed its normal trend

.But Morrissey.he didn't even look
bored! He is used to it.

ART AND THE THEATER.Local
theatricals this week will come into close
contact with a Corcoran Art Gallery
study, Cameron's canvas known as "Les
Amis," which depicts three absinthe
drinkers, sodden, world weary and hope¬
less. They are a bedraggled woman; a
one-eyed, wizen-featured knave, and a
fishy-faced, bloated drunkard. But on
the cheek of the woman Mr. A. H. Van
Buren discovered the pallor which Miss
Jewel needs for her scene in the French
Inn in "Madame X." this week.
Miss Jewel has been greatly troubled

about her make-up all the week, and she
was almost In despair until Friday morn¬
ing, when Mr. Van Buren came Joyfully
into the rehearsal room and announced
he had discovered exactly the make-up
she would need. One of his friends.dllet-
tante and amateur photographer, had told
him of a wonderful canvas hanging in the
Corcoran Gallery. Mr. Van Buren w'ent
to see it and immediately found what
Miss Jewel had been so earnestly seek¬
ing.the exact color effects for the
"Madame X." absinthe complexion.
Friday afternoon Mr. Van Buren carried

his make-up box to the gallery, and after
more than an hour of experimentation he
found just the combination of rouge,
grease paint, ochre and powder required
to produce the desired effect.
Miss Jewel's make-up tomorrow night,therefore, will be Mr. Van Buren's first,

public exhibition of water colors.no,of grease paints.

Coming Attractions.
National.

The Washington contingent of the Aborn
English Grand Opera Company at the
New National Theater this week will
sing "Alda" on 'Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday nights and at the Wednesday
matinee. For "Lohengrin," on Thursday,
Friday and Saturday nights and the Sat¬
urday matinee the Baltimore principals
and chorus will come to Washington.
For the first time this season three

Washington favorites will be heard In one
opera when "Aida" Is given. They are
Fritzi Von Busing, Jane Abercromble
and Eugene Battain. In fact, the cast
for "Alda" may be called a cast of Wash¬
ington favorites.
Verdi's "Alda" was written iby order of

the Khedive of Egypt. It is rich in mel¬
ody and its score, full of charming ori¬
ental color. Is replete with elaborate In¬
strumentation and impressive ensembles.
In the cast for "Aida" will be Fritxl Von
Busing and Jane Herbert, alternating as
Amneris; Jane Abercromble and Johan¬
na Krlstoffy, singing at alternate per¬
formances the title role, and Eugene Bat-
tain and Carlo Cartica, a new tenor, alter,
nating as Rhadames. Edwin Skedden
will be the Amonasro; Morton Horodas,
Ramfis; Wilmont C. Goodwin, the king;
Rupert Henry, the messenger, and Es-
tclle Wahl, the priestess. Almerica VI-
naccia will conduct the orchestra and
Karl Schroeder will be the stage director.
When the Baltimore company and

chorus come for the last half of the week
to sing "Lohengrin," the cast will Include
Leonid Samoloff and Albert Amadl, alter¬
nating in the title role; Harry Luckstone
and Louis EKAhgelo, alternating as Telra-
mund, and Marie Louise Rogers and Lila
Robeson, alternately as Ortrud.
Aida Hemmi and Blanche Rae Edwards

will alternate In the role of Elsa;
Herbert Waterous will be the king and
Arthur Green the herald; Almerio VI-
riaccla will conduct the orchestra and
C*harles H. Jones will be the stage di¬
rector.
This opera of "Lohengrin" was written

while the great composer, Wagner, was an
»xlle in Switzerland, and Franz Liszt pre¬
dicted it would be one of the world's
greatest operas.
The intimate resemblance of the story

through the Swan Knight with that of
Sir Launcelot and Queen Guenevere In
the tales of the Knights of the Round
Table gives It a peculiar charm. Its music
ts beautiful and impressive.

Columbia.
Frances Hodgson Burnett's beautiful

comedy drama, "The Dawq of a Tomor¬
row," will be the offering of the Colum¬
bia Players at the Columbia Theater
tomorrow evening and for the remain¬
der of the week, with the usual matinees
Thursday and Saturday.
Though dealing with practical subjects,

the story is an idealistic one, in which
the flotsam and jetsam of the world is
made the inspiration for the regenera¬
tion of society. It is a play in which
Eleanor Robson. in the character of Glad,
greatly added to her fame both in this
country, where the original production
was made at the Lyceum Theater, New
York. January 25, 191)0, and in London, in
an extetyied run at the Garrlck Theater.
Glad ha* been termed the "Cinderella

of the Slums," preserving as she does
through all the vicissitudes of her humble
station an abiding faith and sweetness
of disposition that sheds happiness in the
most unlooked for places and saves from
a suicide's grave Sir Oliver Holt, the head
of one of the oldest aristlcratic families
of Great Britain. Glad propounds her
philosophy In a cockney dialect and. fol¬
lowing in Miss Robson's footsteps, Fran¬
ces Neilson has the opportunity of pre¬
senting one of the most delightful offer¬
ings of her career in this role of the
rough diamond.
George W. Barbler is to play Sir Oliver,

while Godfrey Matthews is down for the
part of his relative, Mr. Oliver Holt. Ed¬
ward Haas Robins is to play Dandy, Glad's
thief lover, with John M. Kline as Sir
Bowling Burford, Carson Davenport as
Doctor Heath. Stanley James as The Bat.
J. Hammond Dailey as Lord Tommy,
Arthur Ritchie as the thief. A. P. Mat-
tox as Barney. Bessie Maxwell as Feath¬
ers. Julia Blanc as Bat, Aline McDermott
as Madge Delorme, Carrie Thatcher as
Minna. Aline Pretty as Polly. Phyllis Day-
hoff as Mag, and the other members of
the company In character studies, with
which the piece abounds.

Belasco.
Romance and adventure have been

woven Into a delightful and thrilling
stage story In "If I Were King." which
the Butterfleld Players will produce at
the Belasco Theater tomorrow night.
Justin Huntly McCarthy is the author
of the play, which waa written for El
H. Sothern.
The story centers around the character

of Francois Villon, to be played by Ever¬
ett Butterfleld. The title 1b taken from
one of the tavern musings of Villon, who
tells Katherine de Vaucelles, "the love¬
liest lady this side of heaven," what he
would do for France if he were on the
throne in place of Louis XI. Like a
wonderful dream coming true. Villon
finds himself suddenF.v transformed over
nlciit from a swMshhuckling. wine-drink-
.m* carticss ballad monger* at'

%

pen, point or pitcher." into the highest
officer in the state, the king's chief ad¬
viser, clothed with riches and power.
The love interest in the play develops

two strong roles, one of Huguette, a
woman of the slums, and that of Kath-
erine de Vaucelles, kinswoman of the
king, and reputed the most famous beauty
in all France. The hearts of these two
widely separated women beat strongly
for Villon, who. in turn, is in love with
both of them. The sacrifice of Huguette's
own longings in order to help Villon un¬
earth a plot against his king is one of
the interesting points of the story.
The king, with whimsical abandon,

gives Villon a week of supreme power,
and tells him the gallows is being erected
for him at the end of it all. During this
wonderful week Villon has the chance to
save himself, if he can win the hand of
Katherine. The chances that the woman
will accept the suit of a tavern poet, for
all his mock elevation to power, are so
slim the thought seems laughable. But
the ballad-maker sets himself to work,
and how he does It, how he cheats the
hangman at the end, and how he saves
France from the machinations of the
powerful Duke of Burgundy form the
great interest of the latter half of the
play. The scenic setting has been copiedfrom the original production.
Jane Marbury will make her debut with

the Butterfleld Players as Huguette.

Poll's.
"Madame X," the famous Alexandre

Bisson drama which filled the New Ams¬
terdam Theater, New York, for a year,
will be the offering of the Poll Players
this week, and in it Izetta Jewel will
have her- first big emotional role, in the
title part. It is a role which laid the
foundation of Dorothy Donnelly's gruaC
success as an emotional actress, and
was added to the repertoire of the great¬
est of all tragediennes, Sarah Bernhardt,
during her last tour of America.
The story told In "Madame X" is one

of searching pathos. A young wife, neg¬
lected by a cold and unsympathetic
husband, runs away from home with a
man whom she believes she can love.
But when she learns that her baby boyis ill she returns at once to the husb&nd,who refuses to allow h«r to see the
child. This attitude on the part of the
father is the cause of her deeper down¬
fall. She sinks to the lowest depths of
degradation, and becom«s an absinthe
liend after being freed from prison. The
second act opens as the woman returns
to France after an absence of twenty
ye?rs. In a moment of madness she
fcdays her companion because he is at¬
tempting to bring disgrace upon the son
whom she has not seen since she was
cast from her husband's home.
The woman is placed on trial for h«r

life, but she refuses to reveal her iden¬
tity and declines to offer any explanation
for her deed. Her mystery acquires for
her the sobriquet "Madame X." Her
own son is appointed by the court to de¬
fend her. The revelation of son to
mother is the dramatic climax of a thrill¬
ing and engrossing play. It occurs in
the courtroom scene while the young
lawyer is pleading with the Jury for the
life of the woman who sits with shrouded
head in the prisoner's dock.
While the chief interest naturally cen¬

ters in Madame X. there is a clean and
wholesome little love etory running
through three of the acts.
Miss Jewel will play the part of Jac¬

queline. the erring wife, and Mr. Van
Buren will play the unrelenting husband.
The role or the will be mailed by
K-jLeri. Lfc Sueur. The rule of the ad-
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venturer, murdered by Jacqueline, will
be depicted b;" Duncan Penwarden.
The cast is unusually large, and the

scenic equipment for the drama is mas¬
sive.

Casino.
The Casino management announces as

its headline attraction this week the Nel¬
lie Andrews Operatic Company. This
company carries a carload of special sce¬

nery and six principals who have a repu¬
tation, and will present standard as well
as comic opera In condensed form*. Billy
Inman. with the assistance of George
W. Scott, will offer his comedy skit, "At
the Ball Park." The Three Wilsons, In a
sketch, entitled, "Goldie's Debut"; Dow
and Dow, "The Hebrew Sailors"; Anton
Zinka, "king of xylophone," and his
Ave little musical comedy dogs, that do
everything but talk, with the latest com¬
edy and dramatic photo plays, will com¬
plete the bill.

Gayety.
The "Social Ifaids," heralded as Joe

Hurtig's "big hurrah shoiw," comes to
the Gayety tomorrow afternoon with a
cast declared to be of exceptional merit
and an attraction that discloses the pro¬
ducer's ambition to create something far
above the standard type of burlesques.
The offering is an elaborate two-act mu¬
sical cemedy.
George 8tone. remembered as the Scare¬

crow in ""The Wizard of Ox," heads the
list of merrymakers. Frank Hayes, who
appears as a deserter and jack of all
trades, will aupiort the star, while of
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no less value in the exploitation of the
drolleries is Wilbur Dobbs, a funny Ger¬
man character comedian, and Jimmie
Conner®, who appears in a double role.
Of the feminine 'principals, the best

known is Jennie Austin, a petite comedi¬
enne, who has become popular locally;
Anna Suits, prima donna; Etta Plllard,
acrobatic soubrette, and Luella Temple,.eccentric chaiftonette, are among the
other entertainers.
The chorus is a (particular feature of the

180-minute fun show, the thirty girls ap¬
pearing to advantage In twenty song num¬
bers and with fourteen changes of cos¬
tume.

Imperial.
The management of the Imperial

promises this week another bill of ex¬

cellence, headed by the three Whalens,
In a "whirlwind" of comedy, songs- and
dances; Barnell, the comedy cartoonist,
and Stanton and May, In a funny
.ketch, which will comprise the vaude¬
ville, with the added attraction of the
Imperial perfect picture plays, present¬
ed with illustrated songs.
Beginning Monday. May 20, the Bison

101 Raneh two-reel picture. "The Crisis,"
will be presented as a special attrac¬
tion. These pictures of the Bison 101
Ranch are features shown only at the
Imperial the 1st and 16th of each month.
For today, beginning at 3 p.m.. the

management of the Imperial has ar¬
ranged for the presentation of twelve big
features in its Sunday concert.

Majestic.
At the Majestic Theater this week Mc-

Fall s Hippodrome Dog Circus, including

J&x&nt HaTTE-Sw Academy
twenty well trained dogs, will be pre¬
sented. They are said to be some of the
most intelligent dogs on the vaudeville
stage. They climb ladders, make high
dives, walk the tight wires and put up
a boxing bout with a knockout. Other
acts include Mathews, Scarth and Math¬
ews, in a skit showing the fads and fol¬
lies of stage life, with catchy songs and
music; Harry and Edna Rose, in a laugh¬
able sketch called "An Ambitious Maid,"
still other acts and the latest photo plays.
On Wednesday and Thursday nights

there will be amateur tryouts, the adults
for Wednesday and the children for
Thursday.

Cosmos.
The celebration of the third anniversary

of the Cosmos Theater will be notable, it
is promised, both from the standpoint of
the public and of the management, and is
assured by thensharacter of the bill which
has been assembled for the coming week.
For its headline, the four Luciers, in a

delightful musical act, have been selected.
Next will come Carmelo's life poses, em¬

bellished by elaborate scenic and electri¬
cal effects, and Kresko and Fox in "A
Lesson in Aviation," a droll travesty on
the art of flying, with a scene copied from
the aviation field at Mineola, Long Is¬
land.
Other features will include Madelyn

Stone, who will present some observa¬
tions, humorous and otherwise, on the
status of the suffrage movement; a Hun¬
garian dancing novelty by the Harticans
and "The Boss of the House," by C. H.
Franz and company. .Pathe's weekly re¬
view is the film feature.

Miss Shreve's May Carnival.
In the children's annual carnival, to

be given by Miss Shreve's pupils the
latter part of this month, Miss Shreve
has determined to make a departure
from past exhibitions. This year she

will run the plot of "Major Marjorie of
the Royal Hussars" entirely through
the program, eliminating the vaude¬
ville act, and the performance of the
operetta, which was composed by Miss
Shreve, will be presented with elabor¬
ate costumes, magnificent scenery and
a brilliant electrical display.

The Lambs' All-Star Gambol.
It would be almost if not quite impos¬

sible for any manager to assemble such
a notable cast as will appear at the
Lambs' All-Star Gambol at the National
Theater Tuesday afternoon. May 28.
The following actors and authors, with

others to be announced later, will take
part In the street parade and appear at
the big matinee at the National in a va¬
ried program of drama, comedy and min¬
strelsy :
David Warfield, Robert Mantell. James

O'Neill, Raymond Hitchcock, Jefferson
de Angells, Montgomery and Stone, David
Belasco, David Bispham, William Mul-
doon. Wilton Lackaye, Marshall P. Wild¬
er, Thomas A. Wise, Brandon Tynan,
Eddie Foy, Macklyn Arbuckle, Dustln
Farnum, Henry B. Warner, Nat Wills.
Frank Mclntyre. Joseph C. Miron, Charles
E. Evans, William Courtleigh, Robert
Edeson. William Elliott, Francis Carlyle,
Frank Gllmore, Lawrence Wheat Clayton
White, William Farnum, Edward Abeles,
Frederick Perry, Joseph C. Miron, 1k-
nacio Martlnetti, Charles Hopper, George
Hamlin, Richie Ling, Rapley Holmes,
Fred Niblo, Henry Kolker, Harry Gilfoil,
E. J. Connolly, Frank Gllmore, Van R.
Wheeler, William Samson and at least
fifty others.
There will also appear such authors as

Augustus Thomas. George Broadhurst, E.
Milton Royle, Winchell Smith. Henry
(Blossom, Rex Beach, Lloyd Osborne,
George Barr McCutcheon, Porter Emer¬
son Browne, William C. de Mille, Rupert
Hughes, James Barnes. Booth Tarktng-
ton, George Randolph Chester, J. Hart¬
ley Manners and Harry B. Smith.
The seat sale will open at the National

Theater Tuesday morning. May 21, at
9 o'clock with an absolutely clean box
office sheet, 4t Is announced, and the rule
of first come first served will be strictly
adhered to. The same scale of prices,
from $1 to $5, will again prevail as at the
last gambol.
W. Harrlman Rapley, Preston Gibson.

Dr. Paul W. Evans, Harry Norment,
Robert Hickman, Hall McAllister and J.
Clarence Hyde compose the Washington
committee of arrangements.

"The Seven Sitters."
The New York Lyceum Theater success,

"The Seven Sisters." in which Charles
Cherry and the entire Lyceum Theater
Company- recently concluded its second
visit to Washington, has been secured
by Managers Metzerott and Berger for
presentation by the Columbia Players at
the Columbia Theater a week from to¬
morrow night.
The comedy, which is in four acts, by

Ferencz Herczegh, the foremost of Hun¬
garian dramatists, has not yet been re¬
leased for stock production and w&s only
obtained by the Columbia Company
through the courtesy of Daniel Frohman.
It will be recalled that on Its original
visit to this city Laurette Taylor played
the part of Mici, the fourth sister, which,
following the Chicago run, was imper¬
sonated by Jean Murdock, Mr. Frohman's
latest find.

"Jtignon"."Lucia di Lammermoor."
The Aborn English Opera Company an¬

nounces for next week Ambroise Thomas'
"Mignon," which has not been heard
here for some time, for Monday, Tuesday
and Wednesday nights and the Wednes¬
day matinee.
By contrast with the usual grand opera

offering "Mignon" is light, brilliant and
vivacious in its musical score and tells a

charming story which ends happily.
For Thursday, Friday and Saturday

nights and the Saturday matinee Doni¬
zetti's famous "Lucia di Lammermoor"
will be sung. The well known sextet
is but one of the many beautiful gems in
"Lucia/*

"The County Chairman."
George Ade's comedy, "The County

Chairman," will be presented by the But-
terfield Players during the week of May
20. It is a laughable story, In which love,
fun and politics hold the center of the
stage- The story is that of a booster
character, "the county chairman" of a

political party, who becomes interested
in a bright young fellow, promotes him
politically, and eventually boosts him Into

power. In addition, there Is a love story
to stir the heart.
The "County Chairman" was made fa¬

mous by Maclyn Arbuckle, and the role of
the Indiana colored man in this play
made a star of Willis Sweatnam.

"Seven Days."
Imagine a household of assorted person-1

ages being unexpectedly quarantined to¬

gether for a whole week, and you have

the crux of the plot of "Seven Days," the
successful farce which will be presented
by the Poll Players next week following
"Madame X."
Among the quarantined individuals are

"Bubbles" Wilson, divorced from Mrs.
Wilson on the grounds of "psychic cruel¬
ty" In being fat; Aunt Sellna, wealthy
and with very strong prejudices against
divorced persons; Kit McNalr, who Is
kindly posing aa Bubbles' wife, in order
to allay Aunt Sellna's suspicions; the di¬
vorced- wife, a burglar, a policeman and
several subsidiary personages.
Inasmuch as the party is quarantined

for a month and the servants have fled,
the housework has to be done by some
one, so Aunt Selina reorganises the
household. Lots are drawn for the vari¬
ous tasks, and as luck will have it the
jobs of cook, laundress, chambermaid and
lady's tonald all fall to the men of the
household, while the women And them¬
selves saddled with the responsibility of
keeping the furnace going, the boots
blacked and the stairs scrubbed.

It makes a jolly, swiftly moving mix-up.
"Seven Days" is the joint work of Mary

Roberts Rlnehart, the novelist, and Avery
Hopwood, the farceur who wrote "No¬
body's Widow."

"The Taxi Girls."
Following "The Social Maids," the at¬

traction at the Gayety next week will be
"The Taxi Girls" company presenting a

two-act musical adventure in which the
principal comedians are seen as circus
promoters stranded in Mexico. They bor¬
row $500 from the sheriff at Vera Cruz
and are promptly imprisoned when they
fall to return the loan at the specified
time. The resulting complications are
numerous and amusing. Between the
first and second act there will be intro¬
duced a high-class olio, the principal fea¬
ture of which will be the Farrell Taylor
trio, which was one of the most popular
vocal combinations of the fall season at
the Gayety.

Coborn Players Coming.
Three performances by the Coburn

Players on the beautiful grounds of the
Western High School, where they will
present Chaucer's "Canterbury Tales,"
Friday, May 'M; "Much Ado About
Nothing" the following Saturday after¬
noon and Euripides' great tragedy,
"Electra," In the evening, are theatri¬
cal announcements which will give
pleasure to lovers of al fresco theatricals.
The Coburn Players have an estab¬

lished reputation at Harvard. Yale.
Princeton, Columbia, Bryn Mawr and
other universities and colleges of the
country, where their anual appearance
ie regarded with pleasurable interest.
They have been seen here, and their
worth is well known locally. The green
4awn Is their stage and its natural back¬
ground the setting. Powerful calolum

lights Illumine the outdoor theater atnight. The actors and actresses are e*-
perlenced and capable. Their <o*t umes.
songs and other details are remarkable
for their fidelity to what they representA chorus of men s voices takes the plaraof Instruments In rendering the Inci¬
dental musk*.

Washington Chorus in Concert.
Those who were pleased with the excel¬

lence of the work done by th« Washing¬
ton Grand Opera Chorus In "Faust'' at
the Columbia Theater the past «oek. and
those who did not have the opportunity
to hear the splendid choral work render¬
ed In it, will be given the chance to hear
the organization In concert at the Na¬
tional Rifles' Armory May 17.
De Cortes Wolffungen. who organised

and trained the chorus, perhaps with
more concern for its artistic excellence
than with the financial result in view, an¬
nounces that lack of patronage necessi¬
tated the cancellation of the second per¬formance of the opera which was sched¬
uled. It is now the purpose to give a
concert distinctive and varied in ita pro¬
gram to endeavor to recoup some of the
lose sustained on the opera. A dance, un¬
der the auspices of the chorus, which is
composed entirely of local singers, will
follow the concert.

Weber and Fields Coming.
Weber and Melds' Jubilee Company,

with its score of principals and large
chorus, will appear at the Belaaco Thea¬
ter for one performance, a matinee,*' the
afternoon of May 20.
The company cornea from the Broadway

Theater, New York, where It played over
100 performances. It has among its prin¬cipals Weber and Fields themselves, Lil¬
lian Russell. Kay Templeton. William
Collier, George Beban, Ada Lewis and
Helena Garrick Collier, with Bessie Claj -

ton. one of the most famous of American
dancers; John T. Kelly, and the much-
talked-of Frankle Bailey. The last Weber
and Fields tour waa made in 1H04. and
extended from coast to coast, but this
year the tour will extend only as far
west as Kansas City, and no city will
have more than two performances, no
matter what may toe its size or impor¬
tance. The company, comprising about
125 persons, will travel everywhere by its
own special train.
The offering will be exactly the same as

that given at the Broadway Theater, New
York, a potpourri of Weber and Fields
reminiscences called "Hokey Pokey," and
the burleaque of the Scotch comedy suc¬
cess. "Bunty Pulls the StringB." called
"Bunty Bulls and 8trings"
The seat sale opens at the Belasco Tues¬

day morning at U o'clock. The prices of
seats will toe from SI to S3.

The Bernhardt-Rejane Films.
Positively the last presentations In this

city of the wonderful motion pictures of
Sarah Bernhardt and Mme. Kejane are
announced at the Columbia Theater this
evening at 8:15 o'clock and tomorrow aft¬
ernoon at 3. The Monday afternoon date
was arranged by special request of the
students and faculties of a number of
local colleges and seminaries that will
send delegations for the performance.
The complete pictures of Mme. Bern¬

hardt in her impersonation of "Camllle '

will be shown, as will also "The Mme.
8ans-Gene" pictures with Rejane in her
famous role of Napoleon's washerwoman.
These two Alms have aroused a great de¬
gree of Interest among discerning people
here as well as elsewhere.

"Mothers' Day" at the Academy.
The day set apart in honor of "Mother"

will be appropriately observed at the Acad¬
emy of Music today, because the Academy
alms to cater to mother and to those
who love mother, according to the an¬

nouncement of Manager Harry B. Hearn.
The musical program will approximate

the dignity of an orchestral concert un¬
der the direction of Prof. Carter, and
lullabys as well a* sacred and classical
selections will be blended in it.
The Langdons, in their unique auto¬

mobile act, "On the Boulevard," and the
De Michelle brothers, harpist, and vio¬
linist, in new classical and popular se¬
lections, will toe features. Of the other
attractions, all of which are promised
quite up to the standard which the Acad¬
emy has set itself to maintain, advance
information is withheld.
8uch care Is taken in building up tbe

bills for the Academy, Manager Hearn
states, that only after the bill is com¬
plete Is it possible to unnounce It with
certainty. He seeks, however, to win the
confidence of his patrons by what he
does and not what he says, and he gives
assurance that the acts presented will
be choice selections from the highest of¬
ferings of the day in vaudeville enter¬
tainment.

Cosmos Sunday Concert.
In addition to excellent specialties, two

big photo plays, «osephine" and "Every
Rose Has Its Thorn," will be presented
at the Cosmos Theater today.
The musical program includes the "Nor¬

ma'* overture, selections from "The For¬
tune Hunter," Nevin'r "Venetian Suite."
the "Meditation." from "Thais"; Weber «
"Invitation to the Waltz," and Waldteu-
fel's 'La Barcarolle."

Casino Banner Concert.
Today the Casino Theater will giv« a

special Sunday concert at 3 p.m., consist¬
ing of twelve features, which will Include
the Three Beau Brummels. "the ewelleel

I singing act in vaudeville." Louise Elliott.' "in her brother's clothes," Nelson and
Radcllff, singing and talking sister team.
Johnnie Russell, with a new line of pat¬
ter fresh from Broadway; Gordeu and
Murphy, comedy singing and repartee;
Martin and Barton, in a laughing skit.
"Murphy the Ice Man," and several
others. The performance will run con¬
tinuously until 10:30 p.m.

Majestic Sunday Concert.
For the Majestic Theater concert today,

beginning at 3 o'clock, the bill will In¬
clude Mile. A. Daree, in new and catchy
songs. Ye Old Quartet, the Musical «

Saters, who render high-class music on
different instruments; Jsrvis and Lon*:. 1

in "Mugxie, the Messenger Boy." and
Zinelll and Retter. The singing of Mis*
Retter will be a feature- New photo
plays will complete the bill.

STORIES OF THE OPERA.
f

"Aida."
By Giuseppe Verdi.

Amneris, daughter of Pharaoh, King of
Egypt, is In love with Rhadames, a
young Egyptian warrior, and when he
leads Pharaoh's soldiers to victory
against Amonasro, King of Ethiopia.
Pharaoh bestows upon Rhadamea what
he considers the greatest honor, tho
hand of the Princess Amneris. Rhadames
delicately avoids acceptance, however,
for he Is in love with Alda, daughter
of Amonasro, who is one of the captives
brought back by the victorious Egyp-
si...

Amonasro, learning this, prevails upon
Aida to get details of the Egyptian
military plans from Rhadamea. She
does, but Amneris, jealous of Aida. spie*
on them. learns that Rhadames lias be¬
trayed his country, and has him im¬
prisoned and tried as a traitor. Before
the high priest of the temple of Vulcan
he Is convicted, and he and Aida are
sentenced to death by suffocation.
When Amneris realises she hss brought

death to the man she loves, she triek
to undo it by offering him a pardon if
he will give up Aida and marry her.
but he refuses. Even then the Egyptian
princess intercedes with the high priest,
but to no avail.
Rhadames and Aida are imprisons*


